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But I tell you, my fellow Americans, I hon-
estly believe that as you start the third cen-
tury of this university’s life we could be look-
ing at the most exciting time America has
ever known, if we have the security and the
courage to change. We want to revitalize the
American spirit of enterprise and adventure.
We want to give our people new confidence
to dream those great dreams again, to take
those great risks, to achieve those great
things.

The security I seek for America is like a
rope for a rock climber, to lift those who will
take responsibility for their own lives to
greater and greater pinnacles. The security
I seek is not Government doing more for
people but Americans doing more for our-
selves and for our families, for our commu-
nities, and for our country. It is not the ab-
sence of risk. It is the presence of oppor-
tunity. It is not a world without change but
a world in which change is our friend and
not our enemy.

We honor today the men and women who
had the courage to create a new university
in a new nation. We must, like them, be
builders and believers, the architects of a
new security to empower and embolden
America and the University of North Caro-
lina on the eve of a new century.

The only difference between America two
centuries ago and America today is the dif-
ference between dawn and high noon of a
very beautiful day.

In the words of your great alumnus, Thom-
as Wolfe, ‘‘The true discovery of America is
still before us. The true fulfillment of our
spirit, of our people, of our mighty and im-
mortal land is yet to come.’’ Let us believe
in those words and let us act on them, so
that 200 years from now our children, 12
generations removed, will still celebrate this
glorious day.

Thank you, and Godspeed.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:24 p.m. in Kenan
Memorial Stadium. In his remarks, he referred
to C.D. Spangler, Jr., president, William C. Fri-
day, president emeritus, and Paul Hardin, chan-
cellor, University of North Carolina; James Taylor,
entertainer; and Luther H. Hodges and Terry
Sanford, former Governors of North Carolina. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Statement on Support for the North
American Free Trade Agreement
October 12, 1993

I am very pleased today to acknowledge
the efforts of President Bush, President
Carter, and President Ford in convening a
group of prominent citizens for NAFTA.
Never before have former Presidents joined
forces to speak to the Nation about such a
pressing issue.

This group includes distinguished Ameri-
cans who have demonstrated achievement in
such diverse fields as government, industry,
and civil rights. These individuals have taken
many paths to prominence, but they have
come to a common conclusion that this trade
pact is good for America and good for Ameri-
ca’s economic fortunes.

This debate is fundamentally about creat-
ing jobs and defining America’s role in an
increasingly competitive global economy.
Our fundamental choice is whether we will
respond to change and create the high wage
jobs of tomorrow or attempt to cling to the
jobs of the past. America is always at its best
when we look to the future.

While I continue to be concerned about
America’s rate of economic growth, it is in-
creasingly clear that exports are a key factor
in boosting our economy. NAFTA represents
the best immediate opportunity to expand
our markets and create new jobs at home.

I am increasingly confident that this agree-
ment will be approved by Congress. When
thoughtful people look at the facts about
NAFTA, they will come to the same conclu-
sion as this group of distinguished Ameri-
cans. I am hopeful that this group will elevate
the debate about NAFTA and participate vig-
orously in the discussion about which direc-
tion America should take.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Prior to a Meeting With
Members of Congress on NAFTA
October 13, 1993

The President. Let me make a brief com-
ment and then I’ll answer a question or two.
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I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here today. This is, as you can see,
a fairly large bipartisan group of House
Members who have come for one of a series
of meetings I’ve been having to try to per-
suade them to vote for the North American
Free Trade Agreement. I want to reiterate
that the thing that has impressed me is that
more and more Members are trying to look
beyond the politics of this issue and just ask
what’s good for America, whether it will cre-
ate jobs for America, whether it opens the
opportunity for more growth. I strongly be-
lieve that. I think we’re making progress, and
I’m looking forward to having a good discus-
sion.

I thank Mr. Michel for coming, and the
Speaker who was going to come and couldn’t
come at the last minute. But we’ve had good
support there, and I’m looking forward to
this discussion this morning.

Somalia
Q. Mr. President, Senator Byrd has just

announced his intention to introduce an
amendment which would cut off funding for
the U.S. forces in Somalia February 1st, as
opposed to your March 31st. (a) Do you
know about this? (b) What are you going to
do about it; what does it mean?

The President. Well, I just talked to him.
He said that he has—he started off at De-
cember 1st as a hard deadline and now says
February 1st, and the President can ask for
an extension and the Congress can give. So
I appreciate Senator Byrd working with me
on it. I’ve not read it so I can’t comment
on the substance of it. I’m very interested
in what the details are. It’s not just a question
of a deadline, it’s also of not tying not just
my hands but any President’s hands in for-
eign policy too much.

Our policy in Somalia, I believe, is begin-
ning to work. I think the obvious import of
what’s happened in the last few days is that
we’re moving in the right direction, and I
hope we can continue to do that. I can’t com-
ment about the specific resolution until I’ve
read it and until I know what the alternatives
are.

Q. Are you going to get Durant out? Is
there a movement there—the pilot, the cap-
tive American?

The President. We’re working very hard
to get him out.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Robert H. Michel, House
minority leader. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of this exchange.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Somalia
October 13, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
In response to the request made by the

House and Senate for certain information on
our military operations in Somalia, I am
pleased to forward the attached report.

In transmitting this report, I want to reit-
erate the points that I made on October 6
and to the American people in remarks on
October 7. We went to Somalia on a humani-
tarian mission. We saved approximately a
million lives that were at risk of starvation
brought on by civil war that had degenerated
into anarchy. We acted after 350,000 already
had died.

Ours was a gesture of a great nation, car-
ried out by thousands of American citizens,
both military and civilian. We did not then,
nor do we now plan to stay in that country.
The United Nations agreed to assume our
military mission and take on the additional
political and rehabilitation activities required
so that the famine and anarchy do not re-
sume when the international presence de-
parts.

For our part, we agreed with the United
Nations to participate militarily with a much
smaller U.S. force for a period of time, to
help the United Nations create a secure envi-
ronment in which it could ensure the free
flow of humanitarian relief. At the request
of the United Nations and the United States,
approximately 30 nations deployed over
20,000 troops as we reduced our military
presence.

With the recent tragic casualties to Amer-
ican forces in Somalia, the American people
want to know why we are there, what we
are doing, why we cannot come home imme-
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